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Louisiana Engineering Society (LES) is the only active 
engineering society in Louisiana that represents the inter-
est for all engineering disciplines. LES is working with 
engineering advocates from private practice, government, 
education, industry, and construction fields for over a 
century to ensure the profession continues to thrive.  LES 
has members from every region throughout the state and 
as such, our LES Board of Directors is a parallel represen-
tation of engineers throughout the state.  LES continues to 
work with LAPELS and other engineering societies on the 
various educational, community, and legislative activities 
throughout each year.  In the 2018-2019 calendar year, 
LES was able to contribute to or conduct the following 
activities: 

	� •   �LES Local and Statewide MATHCOUNTS Competition.  
This is designed to promote STEM learning in our 
younger generations with a concentration in Math. 

	 •   Continuing Educational Opportunities which include: 
		   o    �Joint Engineering Societies Conference (JESC) 

in January 2019 (357 attendees) 
		   o    �Gulf States Engineering Conference in June 

2019 (79 attendees and 20 Exhibitors) 
		   o    ��Life Safety Code Seminars (149 attendees) 
		   o    �ADA Compliance Seminars (29 attendees) 
		   o    ��Project Management Professional Seminar (41 

attendees) 

	� •   �2019 Legislative Session activities included several 
bills that were either defeated by LES or advocated 

for in an effort to sustain 
and improve our professions 
integrity.  LES continues to 
employ our lobbyist, Haynie 
and Associates, to engage in the required monitoring 
of all legislative bills that could either help or poten-
tially hinder the integrity of our profession.  We will 
again remain vigilant in the 2020 legislative session 
with Haynie and Associates as we have extended our 
contractual relationship through the 2020 session 
activities. 

LES has experienced an exponential growth over the last 
several years with our latest rate model change which has 
substantially decreased the cost for our members to only 
$95/year.  We look forward to continuing to provide our 
membership with periodic updates of our ongoing activi-
ties within the society and hope that the members will 
assist in fostering our profession to be the best it could 
possibly be.  
  
In closing, I would ask that you consider reaching out to 
another engineering colleague and ask them to become 
active in your local chapter of LES.  We look forward to 
talking with all new or potential members and listening 
to fresh, innovative ideas on how to make LES an orga-
nization that is second to none.  Please feel free to email 
me (tylerc@portcb.com) or our Executive Director Brenda 
Gajan (brenda@les-state.org) if you would like more infor-
mation about our society. 

LES Membership 
Committee  By: Tyler Comeaux, PE

Tyler Comeaux, PE

SAVE THE DATE
JOINT ENGINEERING 

SOCIETIES CONFERENCE
January 28-30, 2020

at the Doubletree in Lafayette, La
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ACEC/L is pleased to announce it will host a statewide competition to recognize engineering firms for projects 
that demonstrate an exceptional degree of innovation, complexity, achievement and value. Any firm engaged 
in the private practice of consulting engineering or surveying in the state of Louisiana is eligible to enter the 
awards program whether or not the firm is an ACEC of Louisiana member. Projects may have been executed 
anywhere in the world, but a substantial role must have been completed by personnel in a Louisiana office.  
Awards will be presented to the firm and owner/client at the Engineering Excellence Awards Ceremony to be 
held the evening of November 21, 2019 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
July 14, 2019: Call for Entries

September 16, 2019: Submission Due Date
October 10, 2019: Award Recipients Notified 

            and Announced
November 21, 2019: Awards Ceremony

Visit: http://eea.acec.org/louisiana

Congratulations to the 2019-2020 ACEC/L Board of Governors

Chairman			 

J. Andrew Craig, P.E., PLS		
(Mohr & Associates)

Vice-Chairman			 

Andree F. Cortez, P.E., PMP
(T. Baker Smith)			 

National Director

Raymond J. Reaux, P.E.
(C.H. Fenstermaker & Associates, Inc.)

Chairman-Elect

David Dupre, P.E.
(Meyer Engineers, Ltd)

Secretary/Treasurer

Michael J. Thomassie, P.E.
(Duplantis Design Group, PC)

Sherri LeBas, P.E.		
(GEC, Inc)	

Lisa F. Cookmeyer, P.E.	
(Trigon Associates)	

Don R. Arrington, P.E.
(S.E. Huey Company)	

Brett P. Bayard, P.E., PLS	
(Mader Engineering, Inc.)	

Michael B. Songy, P.E., PLS
(CSRS, Inc.)

Bob Boagni, P.E.
(Greenman-Pederson, Inc.)

Nathan J. Junius, P.E., PLS
(Linfield, Hunter & Junius, Inc.)

Charles Adams, P.E., PTOE
(Neel-Schaffer, Inc.)

Baton Rouge Chapter President	

Chad A. Bacas, P.E.		
(Forte and Tablada)		

New Orleans Chapter President	

Kent A. Poyser, P.E.		
(WDG|Architects Engineers)

	

Lafayette Chapter President

Colby J. Guidry, P.E.
(Huval & Associates, Inc.)

Shreveport Chapter President

Micha Duffy, P.E.
(Coyle Engineering Co., Inc.)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS AT LARGE CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

CALL FOR 
ENTRIES IS 

NOW OPEN!

ACEC/L
ACEC/L

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF
ENGINEERING COMPANIES OF LA
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF
ENGINEERING COMPANIES OF LA
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The 2019 session adjourned on June 6th and Legislators 
whom are not termed out have transitioned to campaign 
mode, as all 144 legislative seats and statewide offices are 
up for election this year.  LES had a great session in 2019 
with the following two highlights: 

Defeated HB 354/Falconer – AIA bill to remove the Civil 
Engineering exemption from the architect licensing and 
registration law. 

Passed HB 196/Falconer – Exempts LAPELS from the six-
month notice requirement on disciplinary proceedings. 

This coming election cycle will see a sizeable turnover 
in the legislature, as term limits and other factors will 
result in around 40% first term members in each body.  
This makes it very important for LES members to get 
to know and support the candidates running for State 
Representative and Senator in your region.  Never hesi-
tate to reach out to us for our insights on those races.  
The trend has been that the legislature will continue to 
get more Republican, which will influence the leadership 
races for Speaker and President.  Another major factor 
in the next legislative cycle will be the outcome of the 
Governor’s race, where incumbent John Bel Edwards (D) 
has a strong war chest of nearly $10M as he attempts to 
fend off GOP challengers Congressman Ralph Abraham 
and businessman Eddie Rispone.

Capitol View: from 
Haynie and Associates
www.haynieandassociates.com

Ryan Haynie and Randy Haynie

Here are the key dates:

August 6-8
      �Candidate Qualifying – all legislative and statewide posi-

tions 

October 12 �
     � �Primary Election (Louisiana has open primaries - where 

the top two candidates with the most votes move to the 
runoff – even if in the same party) 

November 16 
      Runoff Elections 

January 13, 2020
  �    �Swearing in and new process of an independent/

secret ballot election of Speaker of the House and 
President of the Senate – followed by committee 
chairs and committee assignments announcements 
during February 

2020 session: 

  �    �Mark your calendars as the Louisiana 2020 Legislative 
Session is set to begin on Monday, March 9, 2020 and 
adjourn on Monday, June 1, 2020.  

  �    �It is never too soon to start preparing for the 2020 ses-
sion, we are ready and look forward to working with the 
LES team in preparation!  

  �    �Do not forget to vote October 12th and November 16th.

LESLES
LOUISIANA ENGINEERING SOCIETY
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Taking care of your water and wastewater needs.

ENVIRONMENTAL  
TECHNICAL SALES, INC.

Ronnie Hebert, PE
7731 Office Park Boulevard

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70809
Phone: (225) 295-1200
Fax: (225) 295-1800

Water • Wastewater • Sludge • Air
Equipment – Systems – Solutions

Engineers • Architects • Surveyors
PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE

Loss Prevention • Risk Management Assistance

INDUSTRiAL • PUBLiC WORKS
PETROCHEMiCAL • COMMERCiAL

ENViRONMENTAL • GOVERNMENTAL
AND MOST OTHER PROJECT TYpES

4610 Bluebonnet Blvd., Suite A
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
Phone: (225) 295-2995

Fax: (225) 368-2145
www.alexsand.com
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LES CORPORATE SUSTAINING MEMBERS
AILLET, FENNER, JOLLY & MCCLELLAND INC.

O 318.425-7452
F  318.425-4622

3003 KNIGHT STREET, SUITE 120
SHREVEPORT, LA 71105

WWW.AFJMC.COM

PO Box 970 • Larose, LA 70373 
(985) 798-7700

631 MILAM STREET, SUITE 300 SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 71101
BALAR ASSOCIATES, INC.

PHONE: 318-221-8312 FAX: 318-424-6508
balar@balar-engineers.com www.balar-engineers.com

9921 Barringer Court
Baton Rouge, LA 70809

225-755-7949

YOUR 
AD HERE

LESLES
LOUISIANA ENGINEERING SOCIETY
LOUISIANA ENGINEERING SOCIETY







Periodicals
POSTAGE PAID

Postal Permit
USPS 588360

Louisiana Engineering Society
9643 Brookline, Suite 116
Baton Rouge, LA 70809-1488

Utility 
Engineering

Data 
Management

Utility 
Coordination Pipeline

Industrial
Public Works
Land Development
Exploration & Production

www.tbsmith.com

Servicing Market Sectors

Subsurface Utility 
Engineering Solutions

An integrated  
            approach


