



























































ENGINEERING EDUCATION(CONTINUED)

| served with Chris Richard on the LAPELS Board, and | recall hearing Chris talking about his relationship with his
dad in Lafayette. “Since my father was an engineer, my education began at a very early age. My father would take
me to project sites and talked about what he did in my preteen years. | think for me that’s when my education
began.”Many may have similar childhood experiences to Chris. Sweet memories.

Hisham Hegab, Dean Emeritus of Louisiana Tech University, “always loved math and science growing up so when
| started my first quarter at Tech, | was excited about my first engineering class. It was a freshman seminar class to
give students a broad overview of mechanical engineering.”

Kalyn Partin, Civil Engineer and Project Manager out of Lake Charles, recalls, “I was looking forward to an
opportunity to be a teacher of math, but having further knowledge to do more than that. | was proud to know that
by the end of it, | would have an understanding of the steel construction that my dad has done my whole life and
potentially assist him in his practice.”

Melanie Caillouet, our LES President, from Houma, “was a biochem major before starting to work in the
environmental engineering department. | eventually switched majors. Looking back, my intro class explored why
EVEG was needed but didn't really go into what | would be doing after graduation. | think early on having engineers
visit the class and give students real life accounts would be really helpful. I also feel that more hands-on projects
would be beneficial. | really feel like | passed both my FE and PE the first time | took it because of the hands-on
experience | received while working for the department.”

Luke Miller, Past Present of LES, from Alexandria remembers, “Dixie Griffin made us meet him at the outfall of
double box culverts under I-20 so that we could break our class into teams. One team was tasked with walking in
the culverts to field verify the existing conditions. The next day, we found out the assignment was fake but it made
us realize how much our engineering careers would require us to go out in the field and apply principles to solve
real world challenges.” I've heard students learned a lot of their engineering from Dixie at the Huddle House on I-20
in Ruston, too.

Jim Ellingburg, Past President of LES, from Monroe recalls, “... it started by working on stuff with my dad when | was
a little kid. From small engine repairs to welding frames for new deer stands, we did everything in between. | wasn’t
learning any engineering principles, but | was learning to look at a problem and see how to fix it.” Problem solving is
such a foundational part of engineering education.

Chad Bacas, Past President of LES from Denham Springs was glad to help. “Reflecting on the start of my
engineering education, my initial thoughts were filled with excitement and curiosity about the vast field of
engineering but somewhat skeptical about the discipline of engineering | started with. | was eager to dive into the
rigorous coursework and hands-on projects that would lay the foundation for my future career as an engineer, but |
ended up switching disciplines from electrical to civil after a few of my earlier classes.”

What about you? “What’s your first thought about when your engineering education began?” Why not share your
thoughts with those around you? Maybe you will recruit and mentor a youngster like ‘Ronnie” to get plugged in with
our incredible engineering profession.
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MATHCOUNTS

With the beginning of the school year comes the beginning of our MathCounts season.
The first task for all Chapters is to promote MathCounts and encourage schools to
register. This is the toughest task to complete. Over time the number of schools that
participate has decreased; therefore, the Chapter Coordinators could use everyone’s help
in recruiting schools for this program.

For the newbies out there, MathCounts is a competition for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. Itis
a combination of literary rally and quiz bowl where students compete in both written tests
and head-to-head competition. A MathCounts competition consists of three written tests
and one oral competition. The three written tests are:

Round No. of Questions Time Allowed Calculator Allowed MR

; Melanie B. Caillouet, PE
Sprlnt 40 30 No Mathcounts Committee Chair
Target 4 Sets of 2 6 per Set Yes
Team 10 20 Yes

The team round has four students from the same school working together to complete the test. The fourth part
is the countdown round where the top 12 individual students compete head-to-head in a single-elimination oral
competition.

Registration for the Chapter competitions occurs on www.mathcounts.org and usually opens in September. Early
Bird Deadline is November 1st ($30/student) and Registration Deadline is December 15th ($35/student). Schools
can register a 4-member team and 8 individual students for a maximum of 12 students per school for the Chapter
competition.

The Chapter competitions occur in February. The top
three teams and the top 4 individuals not on a team
from the Chapter competitions advances to the State

VA‘ ~ A" South competition for a maximum of 16 students from each

Chapter. The State Competition will be held in Pineville
conSUItlng in March. The top 4 individuals and the coach from the
ﬁ Engineers

top team at the State Competition represents Louisiana
at the National Competition which will be held in May
in Orlando, Florida.

For more information, contact your Chapter
MathCounts Coordinator or visit www.mathcounts.

org.

Solutions Engineered By Design

= Civil Engineering = Surveying = SUPPORT THE LOUISIANA
= Program Management s ENGINEERING FOUNDATION

s Construction Management = Disaster Management . Your support provides educational opportunities to the next generation
of Louisiana engineers. Scholarships administered by LEF support students

across Louisiana in their pursuit of STEM education and engineering

107 W. Woodlawn 652 Papworth 1056 E. Worthey

careers. LEF also provides support to LES for the advancement of the

Rafich Road A i engineering profession across the state through legislative involvement and
Reuts; LA Metaire; LA Gonzales; LA continuing professional development opportunities.
70363 1900 i) Any individual, company, or organization can enjoy the benefits of a tax-
985.537.8893 504.322.2783 225.532.1406 ’ ;

deductible donation* while helping to grow our endowment. Donations
can be made as an undesignated contribution, earmarked for a particular
existing scholarship, or used to establish an entirely new scholarship.
JUndesignated contributions are used to help grow the endowment and
meet the scholarship funding obligations as a whole.

To make your donation, please visit www.lef.les-state.org or contact the
ILES/LEF staff at (225) 924-2021.
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

In my second year as
membership chair, | am
excited for all that is ahead
for LES! Over the last year,
our membership committee
has worked hard to provide
new opportunities for growth
and engagement and we still
have more to come. | want to
highlight a few of the things
we’ve done in the last year to
increase participation.

Kalyn Partin, PE

Memborship Conittee Chair We have implemented a Course

of the Month program that

is exclusive to attendees of
our chapter monthly meetings. Each month, individuals
who attend one of the monthly chapter meetings across
the state receive a discount code to a specific course

in our LES online library. This has been another way to
encourage chapter meeting participation, as well as
provide additional opportunities to collect PDHs. We plan
to continue this incentive throughout the new year and if
you attend a meeting, be sure that you get your discount
codel!

In plans to update our LES online information and
provide marketing materials, we have requested member
testimonials to show how LES is benefitting each of our
members. When you provide your responses, you are
entered to win a gift card each month. This will go on

for a little while longer, so be on the lookout for that
opportunity in the statewide LES emails.

We are working on updating our website information and
connecting our members to the LES State Office better.
We want you to be in-the-know. Part of this is making it
easier to view and register for chapter and state events
through the online calendar. We are striving to make

sure that everything is in one place for ease of access.

LES CORPORATE SUSTAINING M

Make sure to check back online as we continue to make
updates.

There are more things in the works for the new year and
will plan to unveil in the near future! We are excited to see
all that LES will do this year!

I want to take this chance to encourage members to

take full advantage of the opportunities provided to you
through your paid membership to LES. There is so much
more to LES than receiving PDHs throughout the year—
although it is an important part. LES provides resources
that allow you to network with other engineers, not only
in your community but also statewide. LES works hard

to ensure that your license and profession are being
protected and that any proposed legislation is in your
best interest. With LES you have avenues to be involved in
your local communities, schools, and universities through
volunteerism, donations, and events such as Mathcounts.
Your membership in LES is valuable and we want you

to receive the most benefit fromit! If you are a licensed
engineer in LA, but not a member of LES, we hope that
you would strongly consider joining our organization. As |
explained above, LES has your profession at the forefront
of all we do. We are the only active organization that
serves every discipline and area of practice, and LES is
your voice on the regulation of the practice of engineering
and surveying in Louisiana through its liaison with the

LA Professional Engineering and Land Surveying Board
(LAPELS). We work to ensure that what we offer and what
we do as an organization benefits every engineer.

As chair, | hope to assist you in making sure that your
membership is beneficial. If you ever have any questions
or recommendations, please feel free to reach out to
myself or your chapter president! | look forward to
another year with LES and seeing how we come together
to make a difference in our state.
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Providence Engineering and Environmental Group LLC Terracon.com/Baton-Rouge

mottmac.com/americas
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Louisiana
811l

SV~
Louisiana811.com

Call 811 or visit Louisiana811.com at least two full work
days in advance before digging.
That’s all it takes to notify Louisiana 811 members,
so they can mark nearby utility lines and pipelines
to prevent injury and costly accidents.

CALL ORCLICK BEFORE YOU DIG. IT'S THE LAW. IT’S FREE.

LET’S BUILD TOGETHER.

You create the plans to make visions a reality.

We provide blueprints for the custom insurance
coverage that’s right for you. Understanding your
unique risks, we’ll design a tailored, strategic
solution to meet your needs. It’s what we’ve been

doing for 140+ years.

Cadencelnsurance.com

CADENCE
Insurance

A Gallagher Company

© 2024 Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. | GGBUS46101

ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNICAL SALES, INC.

Manufacturer’s Representative
For

WASTEWATER TREATMENT
WATER TREATMENT
SOLIDS HANDLING
STORM WATER
WATER METERS - FUNDING AVAILABLE

Municipal & Industrial Markets:

LOUISIANA

MISSISSIPPI

ARKANSAS
WESTERN TENNESSEE

In-Depth Knowledge & Years of
Experience With

AERATION / MIXING
CLARIFICATION
CHEMICAL DISINFECTION
ULTRA-VIOLET (UV) DISINFECTION
FILTRATION
HEADWORKS
ODOR CONTROL
STORM WATER PUMPING
WATER METERING

7731 Office Park Blvd
Baton Rouge, LA 70809

800-251-1047
www.etoc-sales.com

AND SO MUCH MORE! €
4 ~
i
°

New Plant Equipment
Plant Improvements
Plant Rehabs
Equipment Retrofits
Pump Stations
Parts / Repairs
Water Metering Services

Service For New & Existing
Equipment

START UP SERVICES
SERVICE CONTRACTS
PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
ASSESSMENT SERVICE
REPAIR SERVICE

Daniel Hebert, President
Brady Sessums, Vice President
Abagail Ally, Parts & Service
Joseph Hebert, Sales

Christian Primeaux, Water Meter Sales

Chad Robinson, Water Meter Sales
Ronnie Hebert, Chairman
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Engineered for impact.

For more than 70 years, SJBGroup has been
serving the Southeast United States with
comprehensive engineering services.

LAND SURVEYING
We've supported thousands of successful
projects with only one goal — creating a
positive impact for our clients and in the CIVIL ENGINEERING
communities where we waork. PLANNING

SUBSURFACE UTILITY ENGINEERING

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL

CONSULTING

" SJBGroup

SIBGroup.com

©2023 SIBGroup. All rights reserved. VETERAN-OWNED SMALL BUSINESS = DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE
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