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I had some time to kill recently while waiting for a prescription to 
be ready at a local grocery store. So as I wandered around, I passed 
through the remnants of the summer fun supplies which were quickly 
being replaced by back-to-school items. It was just barely past the 
4th of July and it seems that the store has declared summer is over.  
My grandson will be starting school this August, and that had me 
thinking about the long years of education he has ahead of him.  And I got to thinking about 
the newly minted graduates of engineering schools just starting out in their professions.  
Sometimes it seems like it was just yesterday when I was that new graduate starting out. 
It didn’t take me long to figure out that what I had gotten from college was an education 
and that I now needed training.  I needed training to understand the practical nature of 
solving real life challenges instead of the less tangible problems presented in classrooms 
and textbooks.  And I got that training by absorbing everything I could from the senior staff 
and engineers around me.  Now at the opposite end of my career, I have the privilege to 
pass on what I know to the newer engineers and those with less experience.  That transfer 
of wisdom and experience is vital to meeting our obligation for safeguarding the public 
welfare, life, health and property.  Sharing our triumphs of challenges overcome as well as 
our cautionary tales of mistakes made and the associated costs is priceless. In these days 
of 24/7 flow of information with dubious veracity, I think telling our personal stories to the 
next generation is more important than ever. Giving our up-and-coming colleagues real life 
examples of what works and what doesn’t will help them make better mistakes than we did.  
So, I encourage all the senior engineers to take some time to share your war stories with the 
new ones.  And if you are on the front end of your career, look for some of the old guard and 
ask them to tell you about the things they have learned along the way.  Might be just what 
you need to know.  
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As it is well documented, I’ve fully embraced the use of AI or 
Artificial Intelligence. I’ve found that most engineers fall into two 
categories…

1. Those that think AI is a useful tool in the engineering 
community 

2. Those that think AI is going to be the end of education and 
engineering as we know it 

Like most things, the truth is somewhere in the middle.

I’ve made it a point to test AI across multiple platforms and use 
it in real-world situations to figure out what works and what 
doesn’t.

Here’s what I’ve found…the good, the bad, and the ugly. 
(Shameless Clint Eastwood reference)

 

The Good…

AI can be a very useful tool if you use it the right way.

•	 Pre-Project Prep: AI is a good sounding board. You can 
walk it through how you plan to approach a project and 
see if it points out something you didn’t think about. It 
doesn’t replace your experience, but it can help fill in 
gaps.

•	 Thinking Through Calculations (Not Doing Them): AI 
can help you identify what variables you need, what 
assumptions you’re making, and whether your overall 
approach makes sense. That’s where it has value.

•	 Reviewing Your Work: AI can act like a second set of eyes. 
It’s good at catching inconsistencies or areas that don’t 
quite add up. Think of it like spell-check for engineering 
logic.

•	 Writing and Communication: This is where AI really 
shines. It can help clean up emails, reports, and 
summaries so your message comes across clearly, 
technical when needed, simple when it doesn’t.

Bottom line…AI works best before and after the engineering 
work. Not in the middle of it.

That’s exactly how I’ve used it here. AI helped review and refine 
the communication in this article, not generate the content. 
There’s a big difference.

If AI is generating content, technical analysis, calculations, or 
conclusions that you’re relying on, that’s where you need to 
take a hard look at what you’re doing. The same goes if you’re 
working under a publication or company policy that requires 
disclosure.

 

The Bad…

AI is not engineering software. It doesn’t follow physics-based 
models. It predicts answers based on patterns. That’s a big 
difference, and where the bad comes in if it is used irresponsibly.

Here are a few simple examples:

Say you ask AI to calculate hydrostatic pressure for a 10 ppg fluid 
at 8,000 ft.

The correct answer should be:

0.052 × 10 ppg × 8,000 ft = 4,160 psi

I’ve seen AI give answers that were off by several hundred psi on 
problems this simple. Not every time, but enough to be an issue.

You can also run into the same 
issue on something like a fracture 
gradient calculation.

For example, if you’re working off 
a typical gradient of 0.85 psi/ft at 
8,000 ft, you’re looking at:

0.85 psi/ft × 8,000 ft = 6,800 psi

That number matters when you’re 
thinking about frac design, casing 
integrity, or even just staying within 
safe operating limits.

If AI is off by even 5 to 10 
percent on something like that, 
you suddenly have an error 
of several hundred psi. That’s the difference between staying 
within your design parameters and something failing downhole.

Those are simple calculations, and that’s exactly the point.

Now take that same type of error and apply it to casing design, 
fracture gradients, or well control. That’s where an inaccurate 
calculation can turn into a real-life safety issue.

A few rules everyone should follow:

•	 Never use AI to perform engineering calculations

•	 Never trust AI generated data without checking it

•	 Never let AI do the work for you

If you do, you’re not saving time, you’re creating risk.

 

The Ugly…

The biggest issue with AI isn’t the technology, it’s how people 
use it.

Using AI as a shortcut has a way of catching up with you.

If younger engineers start relying on AI instead of learning how 
to think through problems, we’re going to lose something that’s 
hard to replace…critical thinking and judgment.

That’s where the more experienced engineers need to step up. 
Experienced engineers have a professional responsibility to help 
guide the younger group by showing them where AI can help 
and where it can hurt. Make sure they understand that AI is a 
tool, not a replacement for experience.

There are always going to be those who are opposed to new 
methods and change. I get that. For those that don’t like AI, at 
least spend some time with it so you understand what you’re 
pushing back against. The more informed you are, the more you 
can help shape this ever changing AI landscape.

 

Final Thoughts…

AI is here to stay. It’s not going to replace engineers, but it can 
make a good engineer more efficient if used correctly.

Use it as a tool. Question it. Check it.

At the end of the day, the responsibility still falls on the engineer.

Always has! Always will!

AI - The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly
Byron E. Trust, PE

Byron E. Trust, PE
LAPELS Board Member
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Enforcement Report

UNLICENSED OFFER AND/OR PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING OR LAND 
SURVEYING:

G&W Engineering, an unlicensed firm was subject to enforcement action by 
the Board for practicing and/or offering to practice engineering without proper 
licensure in violation of La. R.S. 37:681 and La. R.S. 37:700(A)(1) and (9), to wit LAC 
Title 46:LXI§2301(B). The firm admittedly offered to provide engineering services 
in Louisiana in or around 2023, and provided engineering services on 1 project in 
Louisiana.  The firm has entered into a Consent Order with the Board, wherein it 
admitted to the referenced violations of the above laws/rules and agreed to pay 
a fine of $3,000; to pay administrative costs of $605.84; to obtain firm licensure 
within 30 days of Board acceptance of consent order; and to the publication of 
the Consent Order on the Board’s website, the printing of a summary of this 

matter identifying Respondent by name in the Board’s official Journal, and the reporting of this matter to 
NCEES, identifying Respondent by name.

Buro Happold Consulting Engineers, P.C. Professional Corporation, a licensed professional engineering 
firm (EF-5713), was subject to disciplinary action by the Board for not having a qualified supervising 
professional, in violation of La. R.S. 37:698(A)(6), to wit LAC Title 46:LXI§2305.  Between September 30, 
2023 and May 30, 2025 the firm admittedly offered to provide engineering services in Louisiana.  The firm 
has entered into a Consent Order with the Board, wherein it admitted to the referenced violations of the 
above laws/rules and agreed to pay a fine of $2,500; to pay administrative costs of 473.74; the supervising 
professional must successfully complete the Boad's online Louisiana Professionalism and Ethics Quiz, with 
a score of 90% or higher; and the supervising professional must successfully complete the Board's online 
Standards of Practice Quiz, with a score of 90% or higher; and to the publication of the Consent Order 
on the Board’s website, the printing of a summary of this matter identifying Respondent by name in the 
Board’s official Journal, and the reporting of this matter to NCEES, identifying Respondent by name.

Southern Integrated Solutions and Consulting, LLC, an unlicensed firm, was subject to enforcement 
action by the Board for practicing and/or offering to practice engineering without proper licensure 
in violation of La. R.S. 37:681 and La. R.S. 37:700(A)(1) and (9), to wit LAC Title 46:LXI§2301(B).  Between 
September 2023 and November 2025 the firm offered to provide engineering services in Louisiana and 
provided engineering services on 3 projects in Louisiana.  The firm has entered into a Consent Order with 
the Board, wherein it admitted to the referenced violations of the above laws/rules and agreed to pay a 
fine of $9,000; to pay administrative costs of $673.46; and to the publication of the Consent Order on the 
Board’s website, the printing of a summary of this matter identifying Respondent by name in the Board’s 
official Journal, and the reporting of this matter to NCEES, identifying Respondent by name.

EXPIRED LICENSE PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING OR LAND SURVEYING:

David Wayne Minton, PE., a professional engineer (PE-36790), was subject to disciplinary action by the 
Board practicing as an engineer in Louisiana with an expired license practice in violation of La. R.S. 37:681 
and La. R.S. 37:700(A)(9) and (16), for aiding or assisting another person in violating the laws and/or rules 
of the Board in violation of La. R.S. 37:698(A)(12), and failure to provide Board requested information within 
thirty (30) days in violation of La. R.S. 37:698(A)(10).  Between June 29, 2024 and July 1, 2025 the respondent 
admittedly offered to provide engineering services in Louisiana and provided engineering services on 
at least 4 projects in Louisiana.  The expired licensee has entered into a Consent Order with the Board, 
wherein he admitted to the referenced violations of the above laws/rules and agreed to pay a fine of 
$9,000; to pay administrative costs of $438.40; and to the publication of the Consent Order on the Board’s 
website, the printing of a summary of this matter identifying Respondent by name in the Board’s official 
Journal, and the reporting of this matter to NCEES, identifying Respondent by name.

Keri Caines
Compliance Investigator

Keri Caines
Compliance Investigator
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Enforcement Report

As part of LAPELS' ongoing efforts to promote professional competency and 
ensure compliance with the Louisiana Professional Engineering and Land 
Surveying Licensure Law, the Enforcement Department conducted the Spring 
2026 Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Audit.

On January 5, 2026, audit notices were issued to 100 randomly selected licensees. 
Those selected for audit were required to submit documentation verifying the 
CPD hours earned during the 2024 and 2025 calendar years by February 6, 2026.
Since the audit began, Enforcement staff have worked closely with licensees 
to review submissions, answer questions, and assist those with deficiencies in 
bringing their records into compliance. The results as of July 29, 2026, renewal 
deadline are summarized below:

•	 100 licensees selected for audit
•	 92 total audit submissions received
•	 79 submissions received on or before the February 6 deadline
•	 59 licensees found to be in full compliance and approved for 2026 license renewal
•	 29 licensees remedied CPD deficiencies and were ultimately brought into full compliance
•	 4 licensees remained noncompliant or submitted incomplete materials and were placed in expired 

status on July 29, 2026, due to noncompliance with the audit
•	 5 licensees requested to place their licenses in expired status rather than complete the audit and 

renew their licenses
•	 2 licensees did not respond to formal notices or reminder communications and were placed in 

expired on July 29, 2026, due to noncompliance with the audit
•	 1 licensee was reported deceased

The Spring 2026 audit reflects a high level of cooperation from Louisiana licensees. Nearly all individuals 
selected for audit responded, and many who initially had deficiencies worked with Board staff to resolve 
those issues before renewal.

Notices for the Fall 2026 CPD Formal Audit were issued on June 29, 2026. Licensees selected for audit are 
encouraged to review their records promptly and submit complete documentation by August 3, 2026.
When submitting CPD records for review, licensees should ensure that they maintain adequate 
documentation for every professional development activity. Pursuant to LAC 46:LXI §3115(B), all licensees 
are required to obtain and maintain certificates, transcripts, or other proof of attendance or completion 
substantiating any PDHs earned. At a minimum, the documentation should include:

•	 The date(s) of the course or activity
•	 The course title or description
•	 The sponsor or provider
•	 The licensee's name
•	 The number of PDHs earned

Maintaining complete and organized CPD records throughout the year, whether through the NCEES CPC 
Tracker or the LAPELS CPD Log, can greatly simplify the audit process and help avoid unnecessary delays.
The Board appreciates the cooperation shown by those selected for audit and remains committed to 
assisting licensees in understanding and complying with Louisiana's continuing professional development 
requirements. Maintaining complete and accurate CPD records helps protect the integrity of the 
professions and supports continued competency in serving the citizens of Louisiana.

Morgan D. Georgetown
Compliance Investigator

Morgan D. Georgetown
Compliance Investigator
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LAND SURVEYOR INTERNS

Burkes, John, LSI
Chauvin, Jake, LSI
Craig, Joshua, LSI
Hamner, Brennan, LSI
Huber, William, LSI
Key, Cade, LSI
Morris, Noah, LSI
Rauch, Ty, LSI
Toups, Reece, LSI

SURVEYING FIRMS

M&S Engineering, LLC
R T Dugas LLC
TTL, Inc.
Ware Malcomb Inc.

ENGINEER INTERNS

Ackman, Cooper, EI
Acosta, Gabrielle, EI
Adhikari Kshetri, Manish, EI
Angelette, Nicholas, EI
Babineaux, Dylan, EI
Bertrand, Logan, EI
Bertrand, Silas, EI
Bertucci, Jesse, EI
Boagni, Kenneth, EI
Bodin, Ashlyn, EI
Boudreaux, Logan, EI
Boutte, Madisson, EI
Breaux, Isabella, EI
Brechtel, Jacques, EI
Brou, Delaini, EI
Brown, Aaron, EI
Brown, Austin, EI
Brown, Connor, EI
Burson, Olivia, EI
Campbell, Britton, EI
Carines, Fabio, EI
Clement, Wyatt, EI
Cole, Taylor, EI
Coles, Wesley, EI
Cuccia, Craig, EI
Cure, Trent, EI
Davidson, Eric, EI
DiFranco, Joseph, EI
Dupre, Abbie, EI
Durand, Drew, EI
Dusang, Alex, EI
Emily, Carson, EI
Fortier, Trevor, EI
Gallegos, Daniel, EI
George, Joseph, EI
Goff, Douglas, EI
Gootee, Grace, EI
Grabert, Noah, EI
Graham, Jack, EI
Guidroz, Eli, EI
Hale, Taylor, EI
Hanchey, Henry, EI

Haydel, Joseph, EI
Hebert, Garet, EI
Hightower, Luke, EI
Hooker, Jabria, EI
Howe, Zachary, EI
Hoyt, Jackson, EI
Ismail, Raia, EI
Jayne, Matthew, EI
Jenkins, Dominick, EI
Jourdan, Ross, EI
Jwayyed, Abdelaziz, EI
Kennedy Grant, Ali, EI
Lala, Alexander, EI
Lambert, Bryan, EI
Lamy, Jacob, EI
LeBourgeois, Jonas, EI
Lofaso, Zachary, EI
Luman, Joshua, EI
MacMillan, Emily, EI
Malcombe, Hunter, EI
Mathers, Je'Shayla, EI
Mitchell, Mason, EI
Monceaux, Ashtyne, EI
Montalban, Michael, EI
Morgan, Andrew, EI
Murphy, Peyton, EI
Nevala, Nicholas, EI
Omar, Omar, EI
Paddock, Michael, EI
Parker, James, EI
Pham, Tiffany, EI
Pippin, Austin, EI
Poiencot, Luke, EI
Pontiff, Nick, EI
Purnell, Christopher, EI
Recolaso, John Michael, EI
Rhodes, Luke, EI
Robins, Benjamin, EI
Robinson, Harold, EI
Rohli, Sara, EI
Salem, Hadi, EI
Smith, Piper, EI
Smith, Ryan, EI
South, Jason, EI
Spillers, Luke, EI
Staib, Edward, EI
Stauder, Charles, EI
Stewart, Naaman, EI
Terrance, Brandon, EI
Tourney, Connor, EI
Walch, Brandon, EI
Walters, Nathan, EI
Warwick, Bryan, EI
Whitehead, Catherine, EI
Willis, Aiden, EI
Wootan, Madelynn, EI

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Abdel-Maksoud, Mohamed, PE
Abraham, Jacob, PE
Akinbodunse, Daniel, PE
Alexander, Jonathan, PE

Allen, Clinton, PE
Alley, David, PE
Almlhim, Louay, PE
Almquist, Ryan, PE
Andrews, Samuel, PE
Apolenis, Eric, PE
Ardoin, Parker, PE
Arms, Jason, PE
Armstrong, Keith, PE
Arnold, Nathanael, PE
Baghdadi, Mohamad, PE
Bailey, Travis, PE
Ballard, Brandon, PE
Bandel, Corey, PE
Bariola, Joshua, PE
Barnes, Bryan, PE
Barugahare, Makorogo, PE
Bates, Taylor, PE
Batte, Oliver, PE
Bealmear, Brandon, PE
Benyaminov, Zoya, PE
Bergeron, Bailey, PE
Bergeron, Brett, PE
Berglund, Andrew, PE
Bernard, Michael, PE
Bhusal, Nirmal, PE
Billings, Daniel, PE
Billingslea, Djuan, PE
Boese, Samuel, PE
Boet, Peter, PE
Bond, David, PE
Boracchini, Alfredo, PE
Bourg, Sarah, PE
Bowker, Justin, PE
Bradway, Carl, PE
Brands, John, PE
Brodsky, Andrew, PE
Brooks, Keith, PE
Brooks, Kyle, PE
Bullard, Matthew, PE
Burkhart, Bret, PE
Burm, Tristan, PE
Buster, Jacob, PE
Butler, John, PE
Byars, Morgan, PE
Cambronero, Bahia, PE
Campia, Nicholas, PE
Cantrelle, Sean, PE
Carnevale, Shawn, PE
Casey, Bryan, PE
Chamberlain, James, PE
Chapman, Jeremy, PE
Cheifet, Eric, PE
Chen, Hanling, PE
Chidurala, Sudhakar, PE
Chiock, Mario, PE
Chirag, ., PE
Chirdon, Thomas, PE
Choudhury, Nafis, PE
Colclasure, Douglas, PE
Conder, Cody, PE
Coombes, Colin, PE
Cox, Joseph, PE
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Craft, Corrie, PE
Crandall, Jeremy, PE
Curry, Zachary, PE
D'Amore, Makayla, PE
Dalton, Mark, PE
Danso, Larry, PE
Daugherty, Branson, PE
Davis, Jacob, PE
De Sousa, Josue, PE
Dehlin, Thomas, PE
Diaz Padron, Lisandro, PE
Dickinson, Kristina, PE
DiFranco, Carl, PE
Dodd, Jack, PE
Dokonal, Jan, PE
Dolhi, Stephen, PE
Doll, Donald, PE
Dubbs, Nathaniel, PE
Dunn, Gregory, PE
Eberle, Jonathan, PE
Ehlers, Warren, PE
Ellender, Noah, PE
Elsayed, Assem, PE
Emory, Dominic, PE
Enlund, Aaron, PE
Evans, Mary, PE
Fan, Chi Yen, PE
Fiala, Joseph, PE
Finch, Spencer, PE
Flannery, Erica, PE
Flannery, Matthew, PE
Fontanet, Hector, PE
Foreman, Alex, PE
Freyou, Joshua, PE
Fuller, Brett, PE
Galvan Lozano, Marco, PE
Galvis, Alejandro, PE
Gaul, John, PE
Gellerman, Nickolas, PE
Genois, Andrew, PE
Gernat, Seth, PE
Gersh, Bradley, PE
Gillen, Austin, PE
Gonzalez, Jose, PE
Grant, Zachary, PE
Gray, Michael, PE
Grimm, Thomas, PE
Guthrie, Noah, PE
Gyawali, Keshab, PE
Hajahmad, Atef, PE
Haley, Adam, PE
Hand, Joshua, PE
Harrison, Earl, PE
Harrouch, Alexis, PE
Hatem, Oday, PE
Havlicek, John, PE
Hawkins, Bret, PE
Hawryluk, Paul, PE
Heddy, Scott, PE
Heiberger, Kevin, PE
Hellquist, Stephanie, PE
Higinbotham, Scott, PE
Hill, Corey, PE

Hill, Steven, PE
Hisey, Jonathan, PE
Hitter, Charles, PE
Hoeft, Alexander, PE
Holland, James, PE
Hoot, Christine, PE
Horst, Joel, PE
Hughes, Cindy, PE
Hunt, Dalton, PE
Hurt, Christopher, PE
Ibsen, Rebecca, PE
Jackson, Alex, PE
James, Patrick, PE
Jeter, Steven, PE
Jewell, Robert, PE
Jiang, Qiufan, PE
Johnson, Bruce, PE
Karimi Pour, Arash, PE
Keil, Aaron, PE
Keller, Erica, PE
Kelly, Christopher, PE
Kelso, Catherine, PE
Kemen, Todd, PE
Kendell, Todd, PE
Kennedy, Chad, PE
Khan, Kamran, PE
Khan, Rasheed, PE
Khandel, Omid, PE
Khawaja, Taqi, PE
Kheradmand, Masood, PE
Kiel, Macy, PE
Kiniry, Kevin, PE
Kinsey, Andrew, PE
Kleveland, Andreas, PE
Knight, Clay, PE
Kraft, Reagan, PE
Krishnathasan, Mayooran, PE
Kruise, Evan, PE
Kyser, Cody, PE
Lake, Jacob, PE
Lamb, Alexander, PE
Laster, Jeremy, PE
Le, Minh Hai, PE
LeBlanc, Brennan, PE
Lee, Spencer, PE
Lehrer, Ian, PE
Lingg, Graham, PE
Linson, Alexis, PE
Lipari, Austin, PE
Liu, Min, PE
Loeb, Max, PE
Lohkamp, James, PE
Lopez, Jeremy, PE
Madison, Michael, PE
Malone, Jacob, PE
Marsalone, Megan, PE
Martel, Dylan, PE
Martin, Adrian, PE
Mason, Jacob, PE
Mathis, John, PE
Mazzei, Kevin, PE
McCaulley, Daniel, PE
McCord, Johnnie, PE

McCormick, Danny, PE
McJilton, Ryan, PE
McKibbon, Ryan, PE
Mecredy, Michael, PE
Megerson, James, PE
Mendenhall, Gregg, PE
Meuret, Joseph, PE
Miller, Kevin, PE
Miller, Sean, PE
Miller, Tyler, PE
Mize, Bradley, PE
Montgomery, Spencer, PE
Monus, Matthew, PE
Moon, Douglas, PE
Moretti, Chase, PE
Mukhammadiyev, Alexander, PE
Neal, Walker, PE
Nguyen, Kim, PE
Nguyen, Peter, PE
Nicastri, Vito, PE
Nicknish, John, PE
Nold, Raymond, PE
Noriega, Robert, PE
OBrien, Thomas, PE
Odinet , Kenneth, PE
Ogunbiyi, Mobolaji, PE
Oncu, Kivanc, PE
Ortiz, Giovanni, PE
Ory, Joseph, PE
Osburn, Cole, PE
Pack, Trevor, PE
Palaganas, Gerardo, PE
Palumbo, Vincent, PE
Panchal, Nihar, PE
Parajuli, Ranjan, PE
Parenti, Joseph, PE
Parrie, Brandon, PE
Paul, Darrin, PE
Payne, Robert, PE
Peratt, Andrea, PE
Perez, Luis, PE
Phelps, Lonny, PE
Pizzino, Daniel, PE
Porambo, Daniel, PE
Powell, Traci, PE
Prader, John, PE
Praytor, Kevin, PE
Pruett, Travis, PE
Rabalais, Christian, PE
Rains, Eric, PE
Raispis, Stanley, PE
Ramer, Kyle, PE
Ramirez, Carlos, PE
Randolph, Andrew, PE
Rathmann, Bailey, PE
Rees, Kelly, PE
Reid, Christopher, PE
Reinig, Jacob, PE
Reith, Daniel, PE
Reyes, Gerardo, PE
Rios Martinez, Marco, PE
Rogin, Martin, PE
Roman Cruz, Heriberto, PE

NEWLY CERTIFIED & LICENSED • APRIL 1 - JUNE 30, 2026
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Roy, Jacob, PE
Russell, Bruce, PE
Russell, Dale, PE
Sabella, Mark, PE
Sahin, Hakan, PE
Salinas, Cole, PE
Sarmiento, Joseph, PE
Schechinger, Dallas, PE
Schronce, Thomas, PE
Schroth, Steven, PE
Schumer, Gerard, PE
Self, Jonathan, PE
Sellers, Elizabeth, PE
Sexton-Davis, Jarod, PE
Sfura, Jon, PE
Sheppard, Jon, PE
Shethji, Abhishek, PE Shuck, David, 
PE
Singhal, Vinay, PE
Smith, Caleb, PE
Smith, Jacob, PE
Sorenson, Quincy, PE
Spaans, Jared, PE
Spainhour, Brandon, PE
Speers, Jennifer, PE
Sreekumar Ajitha, Saiprasad, PE
Staffan, Michelle, PE
Stalnaker, Adam, PE
Stapf, Matthew, PE
Stearns, Jordan, PE
Stephenson, Nicholas, PE
Strong, Travis, PE
Stutes, Erick, PE
Sullivan, Michael, PE
Sullivan, Shawn, PE
Summerville, Steven, PE
Sumrall, Jacob, PE
Talagala, Roshan, PE
Tann, Bradley, PE
Taylor, Eric, PE
Teal, Charles, PE
Thaxton, Franklin, PE
Theissen, Wessel, PE
Thomas, Robert, PE
Thornton, James, PE
Trahan, Ethan, PE
Trahan, Nathan, PE
Tran, Gabrielle, PE
Tran, Phuong, PE
Treat, Kevin, PE
Trevino Sosa, Ricardo, PE
Tucker, Kevin, PE
Tullier, Jaren, PE
Tzouanakis, Anthony, PE
Ugwu, Izuchukwu, PE
Utain, Max, PE
Van Etten, Nathaniel, PE
Vargas, Justin, PE
Vassileva, Zdravka, PE
Vegi Damodara Varaha Narasimha, 
Satya Murali Krishna, PE
Veldorale-Brogan, Samantha, PE
Vickers, Hailey, PE

Vinson, Bryant, PE
Walden, Luke, PE
Walz, Austin, PE
Ward, Cortni, PE
Ward, Stephen, PE
Ware, Nathan, PE
Washington, Clay, PE
Wener, Christopher, PE
White, Dongming, PE
Widmeier, Witni, PE
Wilding, Jacob, PE
Williams, Edward, PE
Woodroof, Brett, PE
Wray, Daniel, PE
Wu, Qing, PE
Yalamanchili, Satyanand, PE
Yates, Keagan, PE

ENGINEERING FIRMS

Absolute Engineering, P.L.L.C. 
Advanced Geosolutions, Inc. 
AE Dynamics, LLC 
Allana Buick & Bers, Inc. 
Alliance Engineering of Oregon, Inc. 
Anvil Agrinomics, LLC 
Archer Engineering & Consulting, 
LLC 
Arpent Engineers LLC 
Arrowhead Engineering & 
Consulting, LLC 
ARSEE Engineers, Inc. 
Axial Energy Engineering LLC 
BOS Engineering, Inc. 
Brainstorm Technologies LLC 
C&Y Engineering LLC 
Calder Richards Consulting 
Engineers, PLLC 
CAPIT, PLLC 
Cauley Consulting Engineering, P.C. 
Inc. 
CMG Engineering, LLC 
ControlPoint Technologies, Inc 
DeepBlue Engineering, LLC 
Derwacter & Associates, LLC 
Design Build Engineering LLC 
Earth Retention Engineering, LLC 
Eastern Contractors Corporation 
EMC Engineering Services, Inc. 
Endeavor Structural Engineering, 
LLC 
Engineering Consultants, Inc. of 
Idaho 
Environmental Solutions and 
Innovations, Inc. 
EvapTech, Inc 
F.E. Moran, Inc. Fire Protection 
Florida Floats, Inc. 
G & W Engineering Corporation 
GEN3 Engineering, Inc. 
GeoForge, LLC 
GNM Consulting, LLC 
Great Plains Engineering LLC 

H2 Unlimited PLLC 
Hg Consult, Inc. 
Hopper Engineering Associates, Inc. 
Hymel Engineering and Consulting, 
L.L.C. 
IFC Engineering, LLC 
Ivera Group Inc. 
JDH Engineering, Inc. 
JE Fuller Hydrology & 
Geomorphology, Inc 
Kemper Engineers 
KHahn Engineering, LLC 
LeBlanc & Associates, L.L.C. 
LH Structural Engineering, LLC 
Louisiana Forensic Engineering LLC 
M.G.N. Consulting Engineers, Inc. 
McKinstry Essention, LLC 
McNary Bergeron & Johannesen LLC 
MESA Products, Inc. 
National Electrical Engineering 
Consultants LLC 
National Mechanical and Design, P.A. 
CORP. 
Nexava Engineering Solutions LLC 
Noble Engineering Services LLC 
Orndorf & Associates, Inc. 
Pittsburg Tank and Tower, 
Incorporated 
PKU Industries LLC 
Quanta Infrastructure Solutions 
Group, LLC 
Quoin Engineering Solutions, LLC 
Reed Lift Solution, LLC 
Response Structural Engineers, Inc. 
Rogers Electrical Contracting 
Company, Inc. 
SGC Power, Inc. 
Sinyale Woods Engineering LLC 
Starr Power Tongs LLC 
Stellar Consultants, LLC 
Strategic Civil Solutions LLC 
Strong Axis Engineering LLC 
StructuresPE, LLP 
Teal Consulting and Design, PLLC 
The Fibersmith Company 
The Magnolia Office LLC 
Tilley Environmental Services, LLC 
Tourgee & Associates, Inc. 
Tri-Innovations Consulting LLC 
Trinity Consulting Engineers, LLC 
W Geotechnical and Testing, INC. 
Waggoner EPC, LLC 
Westport Welding Technology 
Services INC 
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Engineering Excellence Begins with 
Sharing Your Success Story

Louisiana's consulting engineers and surveyors shape the communities where 
we live, work, and travel. From transportation and water systems to industrial 
facilities, buildings, and environmental restoration, their work improves lives 
and strengthens our state's future. The 2026 - 2027 ACEC Louisiana Engineering 
Excellence Awards (EEA) recognize these outstanding achievements and celebrate 
both the firms and owners delivering incredible engineering solutions.

Every other year, the ACECL EEA program honors projects that demonstrate 
exceptional technical excellence, creativity, and measurable value to clients 
and the public. More than a competition, the program showcases the critical 
role consulting engineers play in solving complex challenges and delivering 
infrastructure that serves Louisiana for generations.

One of the program's greatest strengths is that participation is open to both ACEC 
Louisiana member firms and non-member firms. Any eligible engineering firm is encouraged to submit 
projects and compete for statewide recognition. Winning entries not only earn prestigious industry 
recognition but may also advance to the national ACEC Engineering Excellence Awards competition.

Projects are eligible if they were completed and ready for use, or publicly disclosed, between August 1, 
2023, and August 31, 2026. Entries are evaluated on their originality, technical complexity, innovation, 
and the value they provide to clients and the communities they serve. To help firms prepare successful 
submissions, ACEC Louisiana has developed a comprehensive Call for Entries document covering all 
required materials. 

Participating in the Engineering Excellence Awards is about more than winning a trophy. It is an 
opportunity to showcase your firm's expertise, recognize the hard work of your employees and clients, 
and demonstrate the positive impact consulting engineers have on Louisiana's economy, infrastructure, 
and quality of life. Award-winning projects become valuable marketing tools and highlight the 
innovation that defines our profession.

If your firm recently completed a project that represents engineering excellence, we encourage you to 
share your success story by submitting it to this year's Engineering Excellence Awards program.

For questions about the submission process, contact Courtney Hutchinson at chutchinson@acecl.org. 

Barker Dirmann
President and CEO
ACEC of Louisiana

ACEC Business 
Insurance Trust

ACEC Life/Health 
Insurance Trust

Advanced Drainage 
Systems, Inc.

BAR Environmental

BFM Corporation, LLC

Breazeale, Sachse & 
Wilson, LLP

Brown & Brown of 
Louisiana

Cadence Insurance

CxA Services, LLC

EJ

ELOS Environmental, 
LLC

Environmental 
Technical Sales, Inc.

Faulk & Winkler, LLC

Foley & Judell, LLP

Galloway Johnson 
Tompkins Burr & Smith, 

LLP

Gulf South Technology 
Solutions

Hannis T. Bourgeois, 
LLP

Insperity

Keogh, Cox & Wilson

Quality Sitework 
Materials, Inc.

Tensar Corporation

Turner Insurance & 
Financial Services, LLC

ACEC of Louisiana 
Affiliate Members

https://www.acecl.org/eea-awards/
mailto:chutchinson%40acecl.org?subject=
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One of the greatest lessons engineering has taught me is that this 
profession will outlive each of us. The projects we complete, the young 
engineers we mentor, and the standards that we uphold become 
something greater than ourselves. Long after drawings are archived and 
projects are completed, our influence lives on in the people we invest in 
and the example we leave behind. 
This has been at the forefront of my mind as one of our senior engineers 
recently retired. The conversations with other engineers, clients and 
contractors were in unison: he made an impact, he helped anyway he 
could, he would find a way, he answered my calls. It was not “he was a 
perfect designer” or “he designed award winning projects.”  No, it was the 
relationships that were built and the people that he affected. 
I was fortunate that this engineer was also Dad. For 37 years, I had a front-
row seat to the kind of legacy he built-not one measured by drawings or 
calculations, but by relationships, trust, and a willingness to help others 

succeed. That lesson has shaped both my career and my understanding of what it means to be an 
engineer. 
As I begin this year as President, I find myself reflecting on the responsibility of investing in people 
and our profession. Ours is not simply to maintain a professional organization, but to strengthen a 
profession that has served Louisiana for generations and will continue serving it long after our own 
careers have ended. 
My vision for this year is simple: leave this profession stronger than we found it. Creating a lasting 
effect on those around us and leaving a legacy of something better than we found it. In order to 
do that, we are going to have to invest in our young engineers. Our state has some of the best 
engineering universities in the country, and those engineers are graduating and looking for 
opportunities to make an impact. I challenge our members, those that sit in management and/or 
leadership positions, to go out of your comfort zone and give your younger staff a chance to prove 
themselves. Giving them meaningful responsibility always comes with some uncertainty. Sometimes 
they will exceed your expectations. Sometimes they will stumble. However, both outcomes can have 
a tremendous impact on them and their career if we are willing to teach instead of criticizing. 
As for our young engineers, I challenge you to become more involved with our society. Engineering 
changes lives every day. LES can help you connect with professionals from different disciplines, 
generations, and regions so that knowledge, mentorship, and leadership continue to grow. 
Rather than a normal call to action, I’m going to challenge our members this year to go beyond their 
status quo. 
If you have been attending meetings, find someone from your office and bring them and mentor 
them. If you have never served, volunteer. If you are early in your career, join a committee. If you are 
retired, share your experience at one of our local chapter meetings. There are many ways to continue 
to be involved and to help grow our knowledge as a society and profession. 
I want to thank Gavin Gautreau, P.E., for his leadership as President last year. Gavin approached every 
decision with thoughtful leadership and genuine commitment to serving this Society. Because of his 
efforts, LES is well positioned for the year ahead, and I appreciate the example he has set. 
I look forward to serving the Society this year as President, and vow to challenge myself just as I have 
challenged our members. The future of engineering in our great State will not be defined by the 
projects we complete, but by the profession we choose to leave behind. 

Presidential Privilege
Clinton C. Patrick, PE, PLS

LES President

Clinton C. Patrick, PE, PLS

LES President 2026-2027
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LES Calendar of Events
LES Vision Statement
The Louisiana Engineering Society is the 
recognized advocate of all licensed engineers in 
the state of Louisiana.

LES Mission Statement
The Louisiana Engineering Society serves to 
advance the engineering profession by:

Encouraging ethical and 
competent practice through 
licensure and legislative 
involvement.
Nurturing public awareness of 
engineers’ contributions to society.
Growing the society through 
licensure & LES membership and 
public service.
Recognizing engineering 
achievements.

August 2026
1: Honors & Awards nominations open
21: LES Board Meeting (Alexandria, LA)

September 2026
1: LEF Endowed Scholarship application opens
1: LEF Vincent Forte Fellowship & Faculty Awards nominations open
1: Nominations for LAPELS vacancies begin
15: ADA Seminar (Baton Rouge, LA & Virtual)
23: Life Safety Code Seminar (Baton Rouge, LA & Virtual)
28: LES Statewide Golf Tournament (Gonzales, LA)

October 2026
1: Professionalism & Ethics in Engineering Seminar (Virtual) 
15: Deadline for copy, Louisiana Engineer & Surveyor Journal, 
November issue
22: Deadline for Honors & Awards nominations
31: Deadline for Vincent Forte Fellowship applications
31: Deadline for LEF Faculty Professionalism Award nominations
31: Deadline for LEF Endowed Scholarship applications

Like us on Facebook! Connect with us on LinkedIn! Visit our website!

Become an LES Sponsor!

Support Louisiana’s engineering 
community while gaining year-round 

exposure to industry leaders across the 
state. Your sponsorship helps advance the 
profession — and puts your brand in front 

of the engineers shaping Louisiana’s future.

Visit us online to become a sponsor today!

https://www.facebook.com/LouisianaEngineeringSociety
https://www.facebook.com/LouisianaEngineeringSociety
https://www.linkedin.com/company/louisiana-engineering-society
https://www.linkedin.com/company/louisiana-engineering-society
https://www.linkedin.com/company/louisiana-engineering-society
https://www.linkedin.com/company/louisiana-engineering-society
http://www.les-state.org
http://www.les-state.org
https://www.facebook.com/LouisianaEngineeringSociety
https://www.les-state.org/lesannualsponsorship/#!form/SocietySponsorship
https://www.les-state.org/lesannualsponsorship/#!form/SocietySponsorship
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WELCOME NEW LES MEMBERS!
Alexandria Chapter
Jonathan Chase Bolyer, EI Member*
Christopher Blake French, PE Member
Jacob Nathaniel Smith, PE Member
Ricky N. Swaim, PE Member

Baton Rouge Chapter
Jason C. Arms, PE Member
Sarah Elizabeth Bourg, PE Member
Aaron Michael Brown, EI Member**
Kevin James Cagnolatti, EI Member*
Fabio Rodrigo Carines, EI Member*
Victoria Grace Cedotal, EI Member*
Jeremy Jiggs Chapman, PE Member
Wesley d'Aquin, Associate Member
Dustin Joseph Fremin, PE Member
Bo A. Gautreau, EI Member*
Joseph Mathew George, EI Member*
Eric Russell Guerin, PE Member
Jackson Tipton Hartley, PE Member
Bret Louis Hawkins, PE Member
Jonas Amedee LeBourgeois, EI 
Member*
William Daryl Mancuso, EI Member*
Peyton Ray Murphy, EI Member*
Occie Norton, PE Member
Darrin Kade Paul, PE Member
Tiffany Minh-Tram Pham, EI Member*
Luke James Rhodes, EI Member*
Harold Ray Robinson, III, EI Member*
Jason Caleb South, EI Member*
William Alfred Spencer, III, PE Member
Steven Michael Summerville, PE 
Member
Brandon Wade Terrance, II, EI Member*
Kelsey Skye Traxler, EI Member*
Austin Michael Utley, EI Member**
WTAA ENGINEERS, LLC, Corporate 
Sustaining
Madelynn Nicole Wootan, EI Member*

Bayou Chapter
Tory John Hebert, PE Member

Lafayette Chapter
Keith Christian Armstrong, PE Member
Nathanael Arnold, PE Member
Dylan Charles Babineaux, EI Member*
Zane Louis Bellon, EI Member**
Kenneth Hayden Thomas Boagni, EI 
Member*
Ashlyn Grace Bodin, EI Member*
Logan Boudreaux, EI Member*
Jacques LeDoux Brechtel, EI Member*
John Allan DeClouet, PE Member

Tucker Joseph Deshotel, EI Member*
Macie Andrus Guillotte, PE Member
Garet Luke Hebert, EI Member*
Charles Martin Kreamer, II, PE Member
Richard Hughes Landry, PE Member
Austin M. Lipari, PE Member
Hunter James Malcombe, EI Member**
Andrew Christopher Morgan, EI 
Member**
Michael Nguyen, Associate Member
Benjamin Scott Tauzin, PE Member
Alaina Elizabeth Thompson, EI 
Member*

Lake Charles Chapter
Logan Christopher Bertrand, EI 
Member*
Taylor Faith Cole, EI Member*
Caitlyn Dionne, EI Member*
Brandon Cody Harrison, PE Member
Luke Allen Hightower, EI Member*
Nicholas Christian Nevala, EI Member**
Lucas Cole Verret, PE Member

Monroe Chapter
Mallory Beasley, Individual Sustaining
Daniel Tyler Goss, PE Member
Jarod Michael Sexton-Davis, PE 
Member

New Orleans Chapter
Gabrielle Lynne Acosta, EI Member*
Mariann Alvarez-Ruiz, PE Member
Bryan Barnes, PE Member
Tyler Nicholas Bartlett, PE Member
John Alvin Brands, III, PE Member
Nafis Shadman Choudhury, PE Member
Makayla D'Amore, PE Member
Leif-Samuel Dawson, Associate 
Member
Joseph Henry DiFranco, EI Member*
Alex Anthony Dusang, EI Member*
Mark James Emerson, Jr., EI Member**
Sydni Fouquier, PE Member
Colin James Francis, PE Member
Andrew Charles Genois, PE Member
Douglas Miller Goff, EI Member*
Miranda Gomes, Associate Member
Jack Joseph Graham, EI Member*
Adam Jacob Grishman, EI Member**
Mohammad Jamal Hamed, PE Member
John Phillip Heyl, PE Member
Jabria Hooker, EI Member*
Dalton Thomas Hunt, PE Member
Patrick Douglas James, PE Member

Eduardo Jose Jarquin, EI Member*
Matthew Kyle Jordan Jayne, Jr., EI 
Member*
Caroline Grace Johnson, EI Member*
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Johnson, EI Member*
William Peyton Johnson, EI Member*
Abdelaziz Omar Jwayyed, EI Member*
Bryan Lambert, EI Member*
Jeremy Dejuanete Laster, PE Member
Edward Louis Levert, III, PE Member
Travis Matthew Lindsay, EI Member**
Alexis Nicole Linson, PE Member
Nicholas Collin Lout, EI Member*
John Murray Mathis, PE Member
Natalya Mikhailovna Munger, PE 
Member
John Michael Orate Recolaso, EI 
Member*
Milad Rezaee, PE Member
G.T. Michelli Co., LLC, Corporate 
Sustaining
David John Rosenberg, PE Member
Kai Matthew Rozas, PE Member
Hadi Maher Salem, EI Member*
Naaman Craig Stewart, EI Member*
Benjamin S Usner, PE Member
Danielle Washington, PE Member
Brennan Wenck, EI Member**

Non-Resident Chapter
Olivia Burson, EI Member*
Zina Ebrahim, EI Member**
Clark Elizabeth Washington, EI 
Member*

Shreveport Chapter
Madisson Olivia Boutte, EI Member*
Guy Isaac Bretches, PE Member
Eric Trey Davidson, EI Member*
Vincent Fouchi, Associate Member
Alexander Peyton Lala, EI Member*

*Denotes members under 30
**Denotes members over 30
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2026 Regular Session Wrap-Up

The 2026 Louisiana Legislature session convened on March 9 and adjourn 
on June 1, 2026. Over 2,500 legislative instruments were introduced over the 
session, and more than 900 bills were passed. This was a non-fiscal session 
which precluded taxes from being debated but allowed for a wide range of 
general policy legislation to be introduced and debated. 

2026 Session Bills of Interest

Budget

HB 2 – Tony Bacala – Signed by the Governor - Act 4

CAPTIAL OUTLAY: Provides for the comprehensive Capital Outlay budget

Priority 1: $2 billion
Priority 2: $583.43 million
Priority 5: $8.88 billion
Cash: $3.17 billion
Total Budget: $14.6 billion 

Design

HB 387 – Foy Gadberry – Signed by the Governor - Act 798 (ARCHITECTS: 
Provides relative to professional engineering and land surveying)

SB 291 – Mark Abraham – Signed by the Governor - Act 484 
(ARCHITECTURE: Provides relative to the practice of architecture)

Contracts

HB 170 – Neil Riser – Signed by the Governor - Act 132 (CONTRACTS: 
Provides relative to construction contracts)

HB 755 – Christopher Turner – Signed by the Governor - Act 831 (PUBLIC 
CONTRACTS: Establishes indefinite delivery and indefinite quantity 
professional services contracting for design services for certain projects)

HB 856 – Bryan Fontenot – Signed by the Governor – Act 678 
(TRANSPORTATION DEPT: Provides relative to Indefinite Delivery, 
Indefinite Quantity Construction Phase Contract)

HB 887 – Jack McFarland – Signed by the Governor – Act 680 (PUBLIC 
CONTRACT/BIDS: Provides for modifications to the Construction 
Management at Risk option in Public Bid Law)

HB 1193 – Paul Sawyer – Signed by the Governor - Act 882 (CONTRACTS/
BIDS: Provides for Indefinite Delivery, Indefinite Quantity construction 
phase contracts)

SB 235 – Glen Womack – Signed by the Governor - Act 255 (PUBLIC 
CONTRACTS: Provides relative to payments under contract by public 
entities)

SB 315 – Mike Reese – Signed by the Governor - Act 260 (PUBLIC 
CONTRACTS: Increases budget cost minimums for professional services 
contract exemptions)

SB 513 – Mike Fesi – Signed by the Governor - Act 917 (PUBLIC 
CONTRACTS: Provides for public works project delivery methods)

SCR 64 – Ed Price – Enrolled (PUBLIC WORKS: Creates the Task Force on 
Construction Management at Risk)

Modernization of DOTD

HB 1037 – Ryan Bourriaque – Signed by the Governor - Act 332 
(TRANSPORTATION DEPT: Modifies operations and certain positions 
within the Department of Transportation and Development)

HB 1072 – Ryan Bourriaque – Signed by the Governor - Act 333 
(TRANSPORTATION DEPT: Reforms certain powers, duties, and 
responsibilities in the office of Louisiana Highway Construction)

HB 1157 – Ryan Bourriaque – Signed by the Governor - Act 581 
(TRANSPORTATION DEPT: Provides for funding to certain entities for 
infrastructure related projects within the Department of Transportation 
and Development)

HB 1174 – Ryan Bourriaque – Signed by the Governor - Act 338 
(TRANSPORTATION DEPT: Re-creates the Department of Transportation 
and Development)

Other

HB 194 – Neil Riser – 
Signed by the Governor 
- Act 135 (LIABILITY: 
Provides relative to 
peremptive periods)

SB 131 – Thomas Pressly 
– Became law without 
Governor’s signature 
- Act 939 (ATTORNEYS: 
Provides for limitations 
on recovery of attorney 
fees and costs in 
occupational licensing 
board disciplinary 
hearings)

SR 169 – William 
Wheat – Enrolled 
(TRANSPORTATION/
DEV DEPT: Directs 
the Department 
of Transportation 
and Development 
to establish a two-
year minimum pilot 
program for the use of 
dispute review boards 
on certain highway and 
transportation construction 
projects)

For more information on all legislation passed during the 2026 Regular 
Session, visit www.legis.la.gov.

Statewide

After the Congressional elections were postponed and redistricted earlier 
this year, we are coming up on the August 5-7th qualifying period for the 
November 3rd elections (open/jungle primaries).  Most of our delegation 
will coast to re-election, but the elevation of Julia Letlow to US Senate and 
the elimination of Cleo Fields' district set up open seat elections, which will 
continue to escalate through the summer and into the fall. 

HD 5 (Monroe) and HD 6 (Baton Rouge) are both gearing up to be 
competitive elections with multiple lawmakers looking at both races. No 
fewer than 5 special elections are expected in February of 2027 to fill seats of 
lawmakers who have moved to new positions. 

Looking Ahead: 2027 Legislative Session

The 2027 Regular Legislative Session is scheduled to begin on April 12, 2027. 
In odd-numbered years, the Louisiana constitution mandates that the 
legislative session concentrates primarily on fiscal matters, such as taxation, 
budgeting, and revenue. Lawmakers take this time to assess the state's 
financial standing and make crucial decisions about resource allocation for 
the next fiscal year.

During the 2027 regular session, each lawmaker in Louisiana is allowed to 
file up to five general bills but has no limit on the number of tax-related bills 
they can propose.

Continued Engagement Encouraged

With the legislature out of session, now is the best time to connect 
with your lawmakers and build relationships. Legislators frequently rely 
on industry professionals for insight and guidance. Establishing these 
relationships today can better position LES to be a trusted source on 
engineering-related policy in the future.

Thank you for supporting LES and the engineering profession in Louisiana.

Stay engaged. Stay informed. Stay connected.

Louisiana Capitol View
from Haynie and Associates

Ryan Haynie and Randy Haynie
Haynie and Associates

Randy Haynie	                                           
President	
randy@haynie.com

Ryan Haynie
Vice-President
ryan@haynie.com

Haynie & Associates
P.O. Box 44032
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

Since 1980, Haynie & Associates has been a leader in 
Louisiana lobbying and government relations. With proven 

skills, established credibility, and unfailing integrity, we 
consistently deliver success for our clients.

https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB2&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB387&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=SB291&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB170&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB755&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB856&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB887&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB1193&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=SB235&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=SB315&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=SB513&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=SCR64&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB1037&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB1072&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB1157&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB1174&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB194&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB194&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=HB194&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=SB131&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=SB131&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=SB131&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=SB131&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=SR169&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=26RS&b=SR169&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/home.aspx
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Chapter Updates
Baton Rouge Chapter
Jason P. Fennell, PE

Jason P. Fennell, PE
Baton Rouge Chapter President

The Baton Rouge Chapter wrapped up 2025-2026 with our annual Ethics Crawfish Boil last May. Chris 
Knotts, P.E. gave an excellent presentation on the Missouri City, TX Antenna Tower Collapse. I would like 
to thank the 25-26 board, all of our luncheon speakers, and the chapter members for making 2025-2026 a 
very successful year.

The Baton Rouge Chapter is looking forward to another great year. Our 2026-2027 board is as follows:

President: Jason Fennell, P.E.
President-Elect: Billy Willamson, P.E.
Vice President: Jason Chauvin, P.E.
Treasurer: Brett McMann, P.E., CFM
Secretary: Joy Johnson, P.E., MBA
Director 1: Gabriel Rice, EI
Director 2: Steven Aertker, Jr., P.E.
Golf Tournament Chair: Kimberly McDaniel, P.E., PTOE, PTP
Young Member/Social Chair: Drake Helton, P.E.
Past-President: Laurence Lambert, P.E., PTOE, PTP
2nd Past President: Bliss Bernard, P.E., CEP

The Baton Rouge board met in July for our annual kickoff and planning meeting. Chapter members should be on the lookout for the 
following:

•	 Our annual corporate sponsor drive
•	 Application information for the chapter’s annual STEM grant awards for area Elementary, Middle, and High Schools.
•	 Chapter luncheon invites
•	 Registration for the BR Chapter’s annual clay shoot in October.

Again, thank you to all our members and I am looking forward to the upcoming year.

The Bayou Chapter held its annual golf tournament on June 8 at Ellendale Country Club in Houma. The 
tournament was very successful and generated proceeds to fund a new STEM Grant program for local 
area schools. I would like to personally thank all who participated and sponsored this tournament, and 
I look forward to planning next year’s tournament. We are currently working with Fletcher Community 
College to host a professional development seminar for Engineers this Fall. We are still in the process of 
scheduling our meetings for the rest of the year, and hope to have meeting dates scheduled soon. I 
look forward to another great year in the Bayou Chapter.

Bayou Chapter
Jacob Prosperie, PE

Jacob Prosperie, PE
Bayou Chapter President

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
Gold SponsorsPlatinum Sponsors
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Chapter Updates

The Lake Charles Chapter is excited to begin a new fiscal year and looks forward to another year of 
professional development, networking, and fellowship among engineering professionals in Southwest 
Louisiana.

Looking ahead, chapter meetings will be held on the third Thursday of each month at the new LNG Center 
of Excellence. These meetings are tailored to provide members with opportunities to stay informed on 
industry topics, earn gain professional development hours, and strengthen professional relationships 
within our local engineering community. Our July meeting will feature Kim Montie, Executive Director at 
the Port of Cameron, as the guest speaker. Additional speakers and meeting topics will be 
announced throughout the year.

Please note that the chapter will not hold meetings during November or December in 
observance of the holiday season. Any deviations from the regular meeting schedule will be communicated to members via email. 
Meeting notices, chapter news, and program updates will also be distributed electronically throughout the year.

A continued priority for the chapter is strengthening our relationship with McNeese State University and supporting its engineering 
students. By fostering stronger connections between practicing professionals and future engineers, we hope to encourage student 
engagement, mentorship, and participation in the engineering community.

The success of our chapter depends on the involvement of our members. We encourage everyone to participate by attending 
meetings, sharing ideas for future programs, suggesting speakers or topics of interest, and volunteering to become more involved 
in chapter activities. If you have ideas, requests, questions, or would like to become more involved, we would love to hear from you. 
Please contact the Lake Charles Chapter at leslakecharles@gmail.com.

We appreciate the continued support of our members and look forward to another successful year of promoting professional 
excellence, continuing education, and collaboration while investing in the next generation of engineering professionals.

Lake Charles Chapter
Kalyn Partin, PE

Kalyn Partin, PE
Lake Charles Chapter President

Monroe Chapter
Noah Sampognaro, PE, LSI

Noah Sampognaro, PE, LSI
Monroe Chapter President

It is an honor to serve as President of the Monroe Chapter of the Louisiana Engineering Society for another 
year. I look forward to working alongside an outstanding group of officers as we continue building on the 
success of our chapter.

Our 2026–2027 officers are:

•	 President: Noah Sampognaro, P.E., L.S.I.

•	 1st Vice President: Clay M. Blanchard, P.E. 

•	 2nd Vice President: Hunter Pearce, P.E. 

•	 Secretary/Treasurer: Blaine Holloway, E.I. 

We wrapped up the 2025–2026 year with another successful Monroe Chapter Sporting Clay Tournament at Wild Wings Sporting 
Club. The event continues to grow each year, with seven teams and 35 shooters participating this spring. It has become one of our 
favorite chapter traditions, providing a great opportunity for engineers, contractors, and sponsors from across Northeast Louisiana to 
enjoy some friendly competition while supporting our chapter. We appreciate everyone who participated and sponsored the event, 
and we're already looking for ways to make it even bigger next year.

Summer is typically a slower season for our chapter as we take a break from our monthly meetings, but there certainly hasn't been 
a slowdown across Northeast Louisiana. With construction well underway on the Meta Data Center and the recent announcement 
of its second phase, our area continues to experience tremendous growth. It's exciting to see the level of investment coming to our 
region and the opportunities it creates for engineers across many disciplines.

Although our meetings are on pause for the summer, our officers will soon begin planning for the year ahead. Over the next several 
weeks, we'll be lining up speakers, confirming meeting locations, and organizing chapter events for the 2026–2027 year. Our monthly 
meetings will continue to be held on the second Thursday of each month, with our first meeting scheduled for September 10, 2026.

We're looking forward to another great year of presentations, networking, and fellowship with engineers from across Northeast 
Louisiana. We hope you'll join us throughout the coming year.

mailto:leslakecharles%40gmail.com?subject=
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Chapter Updates

I would like to introduce myself as the elected (again) New 
Orleans LES Chapter president. I am originally from and 
currently reside in Metairie, LA. I received my Bachelor’s Degree 
in Mechanical Engineering from the Tulane University in 1983 
and my Master’s Degree in Electrical Engineering from George 
Washington University in 1996.   I have had a career ranging from 
power, defense, marine, chemicals plus oil and gas. I currently 
work for the Department of the Interior.  I am excited to have this 
opportunity to lead the New Orleans Chapter this year to work 
toward the LES mission of advancing the engineering profession.   

Our elected officers for the 2026-2027 term are:

President: David Gereighty
1st Vice President: Dean Checkai
2nd Vice President: Philip Johnson
Secretary & Past President: Kevin Hurtt
Treasurer: Jonathan Giardina
Immediate Past President: Eric Wright
Director & Past President: John Jackson
Director & Past President: Nicholas M. Musmeci
Director & Past President: Roy Phelps                      		
Director, Past President & State 1st Vice-Pres.: Rachel Kenney
Director: Norma Jean Mattei
Director: Matt Barrios
Director: Leah Read
Director: Chris Rowan
Director: Laith Al Shamaileh
Director: Pierre Champagne
Director: William Saunders
Director: Jerry Outlaw
Director: Bryan Smith

Our tentative schedule of meetings and topics for the 2026-2027 
term is:

September General Membership Meeting, “Levee Boards, 
Policy and Politics”
October General Membership Meeting/Joint Meeting 
with LSU New Orleans, “State of Engineering at LSU New 
Orleans”
November General Membership Meeting, “Ethics & 
Licensing or Lack thereof”
December General Membership Meeting, “NASA & the 
Exploration of Space”
January General Membership Meeting, “Engineering Deans’ 
Outlook for Engineering”
February General Membership Meeting/Joint Meeting with 
Tulane, “State of Engineering at Tulane”
March General Membership Meeting, “Upcoming Legislative 
Session for Engineers”
April General Membership Meeting, “Louisiana Election 2027 
and what it means to Engineers”
May General Membership Meeting /Joint Meeting with IEEE, 
“Entergy & the Energy Outlook”

Please check our website: https://
neworleanschapter.les-state.org for 
updates on meeting dates, times, 
locations and speakers/topics.

Our last meeting of the 2025 – 2026 
term year was a Joint LES-IEEE dinner 
meeting held on May 13, 2026, at 
Southport Hall and 
was titled "Meeting 
the Demands of 
Data Center and Industrial Load Growth". The presentation was 
given by Ms. Limberly Cook-Nelson, Executive Vice President 
and Chief Operating officer at Entergy.  Ms. Nelson covered 
the economic impact of data centers plus the increase power 
requirements and how Entergy was planning on handling the 
increased load.  The New Orleans chapter also presented five 
scholarship awards to the following college students:

Lee Saucier, Junior, Mechanical Engineering, Louisiana Tech
Vonghachack Damian Liamkeo, Junior, Mechanical 
Engineering, Louisiana Tech
Sriharsha Koneru, Junior, Biomedical Engineering, Tulane
Amanda Schoaf, Junior, Civil Engineering, LSU
Kaleb Bradburn, Senior, Mechanical Engineering, LSU

This meeting also served as our New Annual Sponsors Night 
in which some of our top sponsors had tables with giveaways 
and company literature.  Being held at Southport Hall we 
encouraged social networking before and after the presentation. 

If your company is interested in being in NO-LES Chapter 
Sponsorship Program for our upcoming 2026-2027 program 
term year go to: https://neworleanschapter.les-state.org/
sponsorship-program/ for details. Also please consider 
participating as a player in our 18th Annual LES New 
Orleans Chapter Golf Tournament on Friday, October 30th 
at the Lakewood Golf Club, or as a sponsor, go to https://
neworleanschapter.les-state.org/chapter-events/ for details. 
Again, this term year we will offer cross-benefits between the 
higher value Chapter and Golf sponsors, such as complimentary 
players, cross-sponsor logos, etc.  These extra benefits are 
explained in more detail in both before-mentioned links.

 I would like to take this time to thank our members and 
sponsors and I hope you and your families had and are having a 
safe and enjoyable summer.

New Orleans Chapter
David D. Gereighty, PE

David D. Gereighty, PE
New Orleans Chapter President

https://neworleanschapter.les-state.org
https://neworleanschapter.les-state.org
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Chapter Updates

The Louisiana Engineering Society (LES) Shreveport Chapter is actively preparing for another great 
year! We are thrilled to launch this new season and are scheduling a robust lineup of meetings and 
events.

I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to our outgoing president, Luke Haney. His tireless work 
and dedication laid the groundwork for a tremendous year with great speakers, several sponsors, and a 
fun Christmas social.

As I transition into the role of chapter president, my primary goal is to sustain and even grow our 
membership attendance by ensuring that our activities remain practical and beneficial 
for our membership. LES is a vital resource for staying updated, supporting one 
another, and advancing the engineering field throughout Louisiana—and that mission 
will be our central focus this year.

What to Expect This Year:

•	 Monthly Luncheons: Returning this September, our monthly luncheons at the Petroleum Club in downtown Shreveport 
offer our members an opportunity to hear from industry professionals, technical specialists, and public officials. Our officer 
team is curating a list of speakers who will deliver relevant and engaging presentations.

•	 Key Initiatives: Beyond our regular meetings, we remain committed to staying engaged with the core issues that matter 
most: licensure, ethics, and mentoring the next generation of Louisiana's engineers.

The strength of our chapter is directly tied to the active participation of its members.  As Chapter President, I encourage all LES 
Shreveport members to participate in any way they can. Attend a meeting, invite a coworker, or volunteer your time so we can 
continue our chapter’s success.

Keep an eye out for an upcoming announcement containing the details of our first September luncheon. Until then, enjoy the 
remainder of your summer, and we look forward to seeing you in September!

Shreveport Chapter
Jacob Malone, PE

Jacob Malone, PE
Shreveport Chapter President

SUPPORT ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIPS
Every gift makes a difference in the lives of aspiring engineers. By supporting our scholarship 

program today, you’re helping students access the education, resources, and opportunities they need 
to succeed. Help shape the future of Louisiana engineering. Click here to give and make a lasting 

impact.

http://lef.les-state.org/support-lef-scholarships/
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REGISTER NOW! 

/ Person 

/ Foursome 

Get More Info: 

WWW.LES-ST ATE.ORG 
les@I es-state .o rg 

The tournament uses a scra m ble format and is 
open to golfers of al l skill leve ls. We hope you' ll j oi n 
us fo r a great day on the course. 

Reg istration includes green fees, shared cart, t ee 
gifts, breakfast, lunch, and on-cou rse refreshment s 
(wat er, sports drinks, beer, and selt zers), w ith 
additional offerings from our tent sponsors. 

Entry fee must be received no later 
than 4:00 PM on Monday, 

September 14, 2026. 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE! 

No refunds will be granted after 
August 31, 2026. 

https://www.les-state.org/2026-les-golf-tournament/
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Committee Updates 

The strength of the Louisiana Engineering Society lies in its members. From students beginning their engineering 
journey to experienced professionals leading projects across the state, every member plays an important role in 
advancing the engineering profession and supporting one another.

Membership in LES offers far more than access to meetings and events. It provides opportunities to build meaningful 
professional relationships, engage in continuing education, advocate for the engineering profession, develop 
leadership skills, and contribute to the future of engineering in Louisiana.

As our profession continues to evolve, the value of a strong professional network has never been greater. LES brings 
together engineers of all disciplines and career stages, creating opportunities to exchange ideas, share experiences, 
and collaborate on issues that impact our profession and our communities.

This year, LES has increased the Membership Committee's budget to expand the opportunities and resources 
available to attract, engage, and retain members. This investment reflects the Society's commitment to strengthening 
our membership, enhancing the value of belonging to LES, and supporting initiatives that foster professional 
connections and long-term engagement across the state.

If you are already a member, thank you for your continued support and involvement. We encourage you to renew your 
commitment by participating in your local chapter, attending state events, volunteering for committees, and inviting 
colleagues to become members. Your engagement strengthens both the Society and the engineering profession 
across Louisiana.

If you are not yet a member, we invite you to discover the many benefits of becoming part of the Louisiana 
Engineering Society. Together, we can continue to promote engineering excellence, support professional 
development, and inspire future generations of engineers throughout our state.

Membership Matters
Kalyn Partin, PE (2026-2027 Membership Chair)

Each year, MATHCOUNTS inspires thousands of students to discover the excitement of mathematics while introducing 
them to future careers in engineering, science, and technology. Registration for the 2026–2027 Competition Series 
opens this month, giving middle school students across Louisiana the opportunity to sharpen their mathematical 
skills while competing alongside their peers.

The Louisiana Engineering Society (LES) is proud to continue its long-standing partnership with MATHCOUNTS to 
promote excellence in mathematics through school, chapter, state, and national competitions. You can help your local 
LES MATHCOUNTS Coordinator this month by contacting educators, administrators, or friends and acquaintances 
who work in middle schools. Home school associations continue to grow throughout Louisiana and represent another 
excellent opportunity to expand participation.

Chapter competitions are held each February across Louisiana and are hosted by local LES chapters. The highest-
scoring teams and individuals advance to the Louisiana State Competition, held each March in Pineville. The top 
four students from the State Competition earn the honor of representing Louisiana at the Raytheon MATHCOUNTS 
National Competition, held each May.  The national competition rotates between Washington DC and Orlando and is 
a fun all expenses paid trip for the students.

To give you a taste of the competition, here's a sample problem from the MATHCOUNTS website:

Smalltown is having a half-marathon race for walkers and runners. The length is 13 miles. Assume Starla walks the 
race at a constant rate of 4 miles per hour and Striper runs the race at a constant rate of 10 miles per hour. If Starla 
starts at 8:00 a.m., at what time should Striper start so that Starla and Striper cross the finish line at the same 
time?

Early registration is encouraged to ensure schools receive competition materials, important announcements, and 
event updates in time for the season. Whether you can help recruit schools, volunteer at a competition, or simply 
encourage students to participate, your support makes a difference.

Mathcounts Update
Josh Barrett, PE (2026-2027 Mathcounts Host/Chair)
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Picture your 
business 
card HERE!

225-325-2553

 

www.arpentengineers.com
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