MESSAGE FROM THE GHAIRMAN

Bijan Sharafkhani, P.E.

BOARD'S CHALLENGES

early a year ago, we

formed a Strategic

Planning Committee to
assess the Board’s current activities and
provide recommendations on changes
needed to prepare the Board to meet its
long-term goals. Among several
recommendations that the committee
made, one in particular will have the
greatest benefit to our licensees -
upgrading our existing computer system
to meet future demands. The proposed
system, as we envision it, will ultimately
give us the capability of integrating the
existing computer programs as well as
enhancing our ability to allow on-line
applications and renewals. For more
information, please refer to Tony
Huval’s article in this issue of the
journal. Unfortunately, with the current

fiscal status of the Board, implementing

any of these recommendations would
place a tremendous constraint on our
finances. Recognizing the importance of
these needed changes, the Board at its
regular meeting voted to increase some
fees. As a result, the renewal fees for
PE’s, PLS’s, and firms will be increased to
$120 biennially, beginning in July of
this year. The renewal fees for El's and
LSI's will remain unchanged. We believe
by initiating these changes, we will
improve our processes and serve our
licensees more effectively.

Another challenging issue facing
the Board is solicitation of engineering
work by foreign firms. A number of our
licensees received emails from foreign
firms advertising their engineering
capabilities and their willingness to
services lower cost.
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individual or foreign or domestic firm
that is practicing or offering to practice
professional engineering in Louisiana
shall be licensed by the Board. The
Board has already taken steps to notify
the firms of our licensure requirements.
We believe that brokering engineering
or land surveying services will create a
huge challenge for the Board.
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Board Meeting Dates

July 19-20, 2004
September 20-21, 2004
November 15-16, 2004
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