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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
LOUISIANII PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING 

ANO LANO SURVEYING BOARD 
9643 BROOKLINEAVENUf.,SUITE 121 

BATON ROUGE. l,OUISIANA 70809·1433 
July 22. 2013 

At 8:00 a,m. on July 22. 2013, Miles 0. Williams. 1i.E., called the meeting to order w ith 
the fo llowing members present: 

Also present: 

Miles 8. Wi1liams~ P.E. 
Jomes E. Bowie, Jr ., Ph.D., P.E. 
M. Grnest Gammon, Sr .. P.L.S. 
Theodore H. Thompson, P.E. 

Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Treasurer 
Sec:ret(l.ry 

r\li M. Mustapha. P.E. 
Kevin E. Cl'Osby, P.E .. P.l,.S. 
Jo1m w. "Billy" Moore. P.E. 
jo1rn T. Irving. P.E. 
David L Patterson, f>.L.S. 
Paul N. Hole, Jr., Ph.D., P.E. 
Cbdstopher P. Knotts, P,E,:. 

Donna I). Sentell, Executive Director 
Joe H. Harman. P.E., Technical Support Staff 
Tyson Ducote, Board Investigator 
Justin Owens., Board lnvesligaLor 
D. Stoll Landry, 8oard Attorney 

'rhe i nvocation was led by Mr. Gt1 mmon and the pledge by Mr. Irvi ng. 

Public comment time was recognized by Chairman Williams. The Following members 
of the public addressed the Board during public comment time: M1·. Chris Chiasson. 
Mr. Varaprasad Ramal'aju Venkal!a, and Mr. Tao Fang. 

The Board unanimously approve,d the motJon made by Mr. Patterson, seconded by Mr. 
Knotts. to accept the July 22, 2013, proposed Call for the Meeting and Board Meeting 
Agenda. 

The Board unanimously app,·ovcd the- motion made by Mr. Patterson,seconded by Mr. 
Irving. to approve the Minutes from the t-fay 20, 2013 Board meeting. 

The Board unanimously approve<! the motion made by Mr. Thompson.seconded by 
Mr. Mustapha,, to schedule the Board's next regular meeting for September 16, 2013 at 
Mc Neese State Univel'sity in Lake Charles. Louisiana. 

Chairman Williams presented the ChairmJo's comments. The Board unanimously 
approved the motion made by th<! Exe-cutive Committee to grant ineriL pay increases 
of 4% to all ehgible employees effective July 1. 2013. 

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by the Executive Committee to 
grant a merit pay i ncrease of 4% to the Executive Director effective Ju ly 22, 2013. 

Chail'tnan Williams appointed an ad hoc committee consisti ng of Mr. Williams, Mr. 
Knotts and Mr. Patterson to review the Apr il 2013 NC6ES Copying and Collusion 
Report and to make~ recommend.ition to the Board at the September 2013 mcctiog. 

The Board's May Task List was reviewed. 

Enforcement 

Case #2012·40 - Mr. Ducote reported on a licensed engineer \"'ho practiced and/01· 
offcl'cd to practice land surveying In Louisiana without proper licensure. The 
respondent has signed and retur11ed the proposed consent order offered by the 
Complaint Review Committee. The proposed coose11t order contains the fo llowing 
sanctions: 
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J. Fi neof $4,000 
2. Costs of $956.95 
3. P;ly to client $1,000 as re imbursement for costs to obtain c;orrected survey 

µlat 
4. Online Louisiana Laws/R.ules Quiz 
5. Online l,ouisiana Proressionallsm/Ethic;S Quiz 
6. Cease & desist 
7 . Publication o n Lhe Board's website and in the f<>umal with name 
8. Report to NCEES with name 

After discussion, tlu:.• Board unan imously approved the motion made by the Complaint 
Review Committee. consisting or Mr. Crosby, Mr. Must.'lpha and Mr. Ga11unon, to 
approve the signed Consent Orde r. l'he name oflhe, respoodent is Elmer Jones, P.E. 

case #2012-103- Mr. Ducote 1·eported on an unlicensed fi rm w hich pracliced and/or 
offered to pracLice engineering in Louisiana without proper licensure. The lirm 
subsequently became licensed in Louisiana. The respondent has signed and returned 
the proposed consent order offered by the Complaint Review Committee. The 
proposed consent orde,· contains the fo llowing sanctions: 

1. Fine ofSSOO 
2. Costs of$383.04 
3. Publicalion on the Bo~rd's website and in the Journal with name 
4. Report to NCEES with narnc 

After discussion. the Board unanimously approved the motion made by t he Complaint 
Review Committee, consisting of Mr. Patterson, Mr. Crosby and Mr. Williams, to 
approve the signed Consent Order. The name or the respondent is Chapman 
Consultj11,g Inc. 

Case ##2013·59 - Mr. Ducote reported on a licensed er)gineer who aided/assist ed his 
unlicensed firm in pr.1cticing and/or offering to practice engineering In Louisiana 
without proper licensurc. The firm subsequently became licensed in Louisiana. The 
respondent ha.,;: signed and returned the proposed consent ordel' offcl'ed by the 
CompJaint Review Committee. The pl'oposcd co,,sent order contains the following 
sancricms: 

1. Pineof$500 
2. Costs of $383.04 
3. Online L-Ouisiana Laws/Rules Quiz 
4. Online Louisiana Proresstonalism/Ethlcs Quiz 
5. Publication on the Board's website and in the Journal with name 
6. i:teport to NCf:ES with name 

After discussio1t. the Board unanimously approved the motion made by the Complaint 
Revie\V Comrniuee, co1,slsthlg of Mr. Pallerson, Mr. Crosby and Mr. M ustapha, to 
approve the signed Consent Order. The name o( the respondent is Leland R. 
Chapmao. P.E. 

Case #2013·40 .. M 1·. Owens rcp<11"led a llceosed engineering fi rm for (a) practicing 
and/or offering to practice engineering in Louisiana with an expired license and {b) 
providing 0 1· offel'ing to provide engineering se,·vlces In Loulslarla with a firm narue 
which is not the exact firm name contained on the firm's certificate of Ii censure is.sued 
by the Soard. 1'he respondent has s igned and returned the proposed consent order 
offered by the Compfaint Review Committee. The proposed consent order contains 
the fo llowing saoclioos: 

1. Fineoi'SS,250 
2. Costsof $51 9.19 
3. Past unpaid renewal fees of$640 
4. Publication on the Board's website and in the Journal with name 
S. Report to NCEES with name 

After discussion. the Soard unanimously approved the motion made by the Complaint 
Review Committee, consisting of Mr. Irving, Mr. Mustapha and M1·. Knotts, to approve 
the signed Consent Order. The name or the respondent is G. R. Stucker ,rnd 
Associates. Inc. 
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Committee Reports 

Land SurveyinK Committee 

Mr. Gammon briefed the Board on the Petition fo r Oecl,uatory Order and Ruling 
(2013·01) received from Mr. Mark Smith cont(:rning route s urveys and determining 
the location of boundary lines to be crossed by a p roposed rlghH>f·way. 

1'he Board unanimously approved the motion by the Land Surveying Committee to 
approve the following ruling on Mr. Smith's Petition fo r Declaratory Order and Ruling: 

RULING ON PETITION FOR Of.Cl.ARA TORY ORDER 
I. 

On June 19, 2013. Mar,k Smith C'Petltloner'') filed with the Louisiana 
Professional Engineering and Land Surveying Board (the "Board") a petition 
ror declaratory order and rul ing pursuant to LAC Title 4-6:l.Xl§727. 

2. 
Petitioner seeks a declaratory order as to whether a professional land 

surveyor Is required to "physically locate the corner points of a tract of land 
t hat will be crossed by a proposed r ight o f way" in Louisiana. 

3. 
LAC Title 46:LXJ§Z909(A) defines a "route survey" as "a survey for 

determining t he route of a p roposed pipeline, power line, cabl', road o r other 
linear racilities, excluding tbod protection lcv~es, in order to acquire a r ight·o f· 
way, servirudc or easement foom the property owner being crossed". 

4. 
LAC Tl!lt 46:I.X1§2903(A) defines a "right·of·way" as: 

(A)ny strip or area of land, including surface, overhead. o r underground. 
encumbered by a servltufr. Rights are typically granted by deed for access or 
for c:onstruc:tion, operation and/or m,1intenance purposes, accc,rding to the 
terms of t:he g rant, 

5. 
LAC Title 4o:LXl§2903(A) defines a "servitude'' as: 

(A)n interest hekl by one per.son in land of another whc~by the first person is 
accorded partial use of such land for a specific purpose. A servin1ck! restricts 
but does not abric\;:e the righlS of the foe owner to the use a11d enjoyment of 
his/her land The term e(lserrumt is often used interchangeably with servit1.1de 
and generally means the same thing, 

6. 
When performing -1 route survey, a professional land surveyor Is required 

to locate s ufficient evidence, on tJ,e ground to determine the bc;:1tion of a ll 
boundary lines that will be crossed by the proposed right·of·way, sel'vltudc or 
easement. LAC Title •l{i:LX1§2903(BJ[ZJ. 

ORDER 
A~er due consideration of the petition for declaratory order and ruUng llled 

by Petitioner and after d iscu:ssion by the Boal'd during its meeting on July 22, 
2013: 

IT IS THE RULING of the Board that: 
7. 

When performing a route survey in ~uisi,1na. a professional land 
surveyor is not necessarily l'equircd to physlcally locate t he corner points of a 
tract of land that will be crossed by a proposed right·of·way. However, t he 
pl'ofcssional land surveyor is required Lo bcate sufficient evidence, o n the 
g round. to determine the loC'.ation or all boundary lines that will be crossed by 
the proposed right·o f·way. 

THUS DONE at 8aton Rouge, Louisiana.. on the _ day or_, 2013. 

LOUISIANA PROFESSIONAL ENCINEERINC 
AND LANO SURVEYING BOA RO 

By: MILES B. WILLIAMS, P.E. Chairman 

The Board recessed at 9:45 a.m. ~nd resumed at 10:00 a.m .. ~tr.Gammon wa.s not 
present 

Enforcement Ad Hoc Commttte:e 

Mr. Crosby presented the report fo r the f.n fo rcement Ad Hoc Committee. Some 
topics currently being reviewed by the Enforcement Ad Hoc Committee Include: 

. 3. 
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• the use of an abbreviated CRC form for cases involving ex1>ired and/or 
unlicensed practice 

• an update on our enforcement peer review by Bruce Pitts 
• lilllng the Director of Enforcement position 
• categorizing levels of potential violations (i.e., easy/hard/complicated, 1/2/3, 

etc.) 
• determining whether this committee should be a standing committee (which 

w ill require a rule change) 
• updating the Standard Invest igative Procedures 
• c:lt1rifi c-t1tion of the CRC 1·cview polic:y 

Mr. Gammon entered the meeting at 10:20 a.m. 

Liaison and I.aw Review Committee 

Mr. Moore presented the repol't for the l,iaison and Law Review Committee, whjch 
included an update on the May 23, 2013 meeting with representahves from SE! 
concerning the structural engineer designation. 

Mr. Landry brieFed the Board on the 2013 legislative w rap-up. 

Applications 

Application Au1>eals 

The Bo;;ard unanimously approved the motion made by Or. Bowie, seconded by Mr. 
Thompson. to affirm the reviewing c.:ommittee's decision to disapprove the application 
or Mr. Varaprasad Ramaraju Venkata for Hcensure as a professional engineer by 
comity based on insufficient experience. 

The Board tcccsscd at 11 :SS a.m. for lunch, and resumed at 12:55 p.m. 

New AppllcatJons 

The Boa1·d approved the molion rnade by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Mr. Pattersoo, 
with Or. Hale, Mr. Irving, Mr. Mustapha. Mr. Moore, Mr. Thompson, Dr. Bowie, Mr. 
Crosby, Mr. Knotts and Mr. Patterson for and Mr. Cammon against~ to approve the 
applkatlon of Mr. L..awrence Zimmerman fo r lic:ensure as a proressional engineer by 
comity. 

Auullcatlon Aoucals fconct11uec:lJ 

The Boa!'d unanimously approved the moLioo made by Mr. Williams. seconded by Mr. 
Mustapha. to affirm the reviewin.g committee's decision to disapprove the application 
of Mr. Tao Fang for litensure as a professional engineer by comity based on 
insufficient experience. 

committee Reports (coutinuectl 

Elnancc Committee 
Mr. Gammon presented the repon from the Finance Committee. 

The Board un;mimou:;:ly approved the motion made by the Finance Committee to 
instruct the Executi\•e Director to purchase a CO in the amount or $175,000. 

Old/New Business 
The Board unanimously approve-d the motion made by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Mr. 
Thompsoo, to schedule the 2014 Board meeting dates as fo llows: 

fanuary 22/23 - Lafayette 
March 17/18 
May 19/20 
July 2 1/22 
September 8 - Ui,-L;ifayette 

. 4. 
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Ctosjne Business 

The Bo(lrd un<'tnimously approved the motion made by Mr. Thompson, seconded by 
Mr. Musrapha. to approve all committee recommendations and actions. 

The Board una.nimousJy approve-d the motion made b}' Mr. Knotts, seconded by Mr. 
Moore. to acknowledge and confi rm ;.di licenses and certificates issued by the 0()ard. 

The Board unanimously (lpprove-d the motion made by Mr. Gammon, seconded by Mr. 
Patter.son, to approve all Boa I'd c-xpcnses. 

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Patterson, seconded by Mr. 
Thompson, to adjourn. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m. on Monday, July 22, 2013. 

di&~ -~ h?.n~ 
Chairman Secretary 
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